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to one, and were on the whole more efficient. In numbers of tanks,
on the other hand, the two sides were about even. Immediately be-
hind the Axis forces stood vast construction gangs ready to im-
prove and construct communications as the advance should con-
tinue.

In point of strategy, the German Command adapted its method
of lightning war to the huge new theater. The great size and bad
internal communications of Russia, which had under different con-
ditions defeated Napoleon, made it obviously impossible to destroy
the Soviet armies in one or two lightning strokes. Hence the invad-
ers planned a succession of such strokes. Each they began by achiev-
ing local air supremacy over a considerable frontage and depth.
Next they would surround great bodies of Russians by driving deep
tank wedges into their lines and then connecting those wedges
across the rear of the Soviet units which were their objective. They
themselves called the last stage of such an operation a Kessel; i.e.,
the driving of hunted animals to a central point by enclosing them
within a circle of beaters and then contracting the circle.

Using these methods the Germans advanced all along the line.
Soon they began to claim vast numbers of prisoners, even to an-
nounce in boastful communiques that the Russian armies had been
broken. Probably their early victories were indeed considerable. To-
ward the end of July they had covered two-thirds of the distance to
Moscow, and were threatening Kiev, the capital of the Ukraine. At
that time American military students thought it unlikely that the
Soviet' armies would "surprise the world" by surviving the coming
winter. Some at least of the German authorities were certainly of
that opinion, for elaborate preliminary arrangements were being
made in German-occupied Poland to celebrate the expected fall of
Moscow. Early in September, after what seems to have been a check
in the Ukraine, in the north they were closely approaching Lenin-
grad. Late in September, as the fighting which had begun on June
22 entered its fourth month, the temporary German check in the
Ukraine had been converted into a resounding victory which might
well have decided a campaign on a smaller scale. On the other
hand, however, the rate of tie invaders* advance was noticeably
slowing down, and a considerable German desire to economize
manpower, to win by maneuver rather than by slugging, was ap-
parent to attentive observers. As autumn drew on toward winter,